[Risk factors for early bronchiolitis at asthma during childhood: case-control study of asthmatics aged 4 to 12 years].
The group of general paediatrics of the French Paediatrics Society conducted a case-control study in order to verify the link between the occurrence of an acute bronchiolitis early during the first year of life, more specifically during the first trimester, and asthma during later childhood. Parents of 4-to-12-year-old children answered a questionnaire during a general paediatrics visit. Exposition was attested by a diagnosis of bronchiolitis mentioned on the personal health record of the child. Environmental factors and medical history, obtained from the parents and by checking the health record of the child, were studied using multivariate analysis. Nineteen paediatricians included 80 children with asthma and 160 controls. Fifty-four per cent of asthmatic children had a medical history of bronchiolitis during the first year of life versus 17% of control children (P < 0.001). Mean age of bronchiolitis occurrence was 6.6 months in both groups (P = 0.98). Multivariate analysis showed that occurrence of bronchiolitis during the first year of life was significantly more frequent in asthmatic children (P < 0.001, OR = 5.6, IC95 = [2.6-11.6]) but this effect was not observed during the first trimester of life. Bronchiolitis during the first year of life was significantly related to later asthma in 4-to-12-year-old children treated by general paediatricians. On the other hand, a very early bronchiolitis during the first trimester of life did not appear, in our set of data, as a contributive factor to explain asthma in later childhood.